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The final papers (sadly only three) 
focused on ways that application can 
affect biological efficacy in field crops. 
Different ways of using nozzles with air 
assistance or not and angling nozzles to 
improve control of late blight of pota-
toes were considered. The final paper 
reported a careful study in a glasshouse 
on applying a fungicide with three types 
of nozzle operated at 130 litres per 
hectare, but with different amounts of 
active ingredient less than the label rate 
to reveal whether there were differences 
in efficacy between sprays of different 
quality. Too often different application 
techniques are evaluated at the recom-
mended dose so any subtle differences 
in application are lost by the ability of 
the robust recommended dose to mask 
effects. 

The conference provided specialists 
the opportunity to discuss current work, 
with discussions continuing through 
coffee breaks and well into the evening 
over dinner. Unfortunately it took place 
with a reduction in funding for applica-
tion research in some countries, and 
with many conducting similar stud-
ies in eastern Europe, Asia and Africa 
unable to be present due to the costs 
of travelling to the UK. This is a pity 
as many countries are facing problems 

in pesticide application as economies 
change, and increasingly we live in a 
global market. 

Those who could not get to Cambridge 
can at least obtain the proceedings as all 
papers are included in the 460 page 

Aspects of Applied Biology 84, obtaina-
ble from the AAB office at c/o Warwick 
HRI Wellesbourne, Warwick CV 35 
9EF or by contacting the AAB through 
their web page: www.aab.org.uk.

Professor Balsari from Italy (on right) talking to Manfred Roetelle (Better Systems, Germany) 
(Photo: Graham Matthews)

EUROPEST
1st–3rd April 2008, Holiday Inn, Rome West, Italy 

Working with ANID, our colleagues in the Italian national industry association, CEPA has developed an outline programme 
of over 20 presentations in six work sessions with additional opportunities to network and to attend social events over two 
days. The entire programme will use state of the art systems of simultaneous translation for English, Italian, French, Spanish 
and German. The programme will cover six topics:
The event commences in the evening of Tuesday 1st April with a welcome reception. On the morning of Wednesday 2nd 
the first two business sessions are followed by the first ‘meeting point’ where both Italian and international companies will 

have areas to meet and greet delegates. The afternoon includes two further business sessions which are followed in the 
evening with the event cocktail party and Gala Dinner as a ‘Celebration of the Industry’. There are several planned surprises 
that evening! Finally on Thursday 3rd the last two business sessions are followed by the second meeting point before the 
conference closes. During the whole event all delegates will have free use of the special CEPA Cyber Café at the hub of the 
conference. The annual CEPA General Assembly will take place on the morning of Friday 4th.

The Speakers will not only be from within the industry, but also companies and organizations that are linked to the industry. 
Not all the speakers will be from Europe and each session will include 2-4 different speakers and will be chaired by one of 
the CEPA Leadership Team.  

In addition to the networking events listed above there will be the opportunity to join a special afternoon and evening social 
programme in the Eternal City of Rome on Thursday 3rd. The programme will commence with a guided tour of Rome, fol-
lowed by a dinner with local music in a restaurant close to the Vatican. The evening will end with a coach back to the hotel. 
In addition the hotel has a free shuttle bus to both the airport and the centre of Rome. 

Further details, an electronic event brochure and registration details are available at the CEPA website (www.cepa-europe.org).

Introducing new markets
The value of market information
Using the power of the media
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Training and professionalism
Women in pest management
New technological innovations
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